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Right Reverend Father i in Go ö, 


H E, 
Lord Biſhop of Peterboj ey? 


My Lox», 


EG e HERE give up a Sermon to 
NES Sl tl blick bedit 
gu Sto the Publick in Obedience to 
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; Your LoRDSHI, and at the 
Requeſt of my Brethren of 
HA Ee! the Clergy, who were aſſembled 
at Your Viſitation. 
TEL To good a judgment, I have no 
concern about any cenſures that may be pals'd. 
I am indeed aware of one objection, that They, 
who make this judgment, may be partial in fa- 
vour of a Diſcourle, wherein the Labours of 4 
ChriStian Mini$ter are 'fet forth, becauſe the very 
Character of ſuch a One may be a juſt Panegy- 
ric on Themſelves; and it is natural for a 
Man, whilſt pleaſed with the likeneſs of his 
Picture, to Mee Yar: or forgive a failure in the 
colours, or the want of a 2 maſterly skill in the 
Painter, 
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DEDICATION. 


INS TE AD of anſwering this Objection, I 
ſhall rejoyce in its being true, and take a plea- 


ſure in recommending, without flattery or the 


diſguiſing ſtrokes of Art, Your LoxDsHie 
and my BRETHREN to the World under the 
plain Character of faithful Miniſters unto Go p, 
and ſincere in the Duties of Allegiance unto 
. „%% Cn, 0 

M ay the Influence of ſo good Examples 
ſpread itſelf far and wide. May Your Loxp- 


1 * - | 
s Hl in particular receive from Men that 


eſteem, love and honour, which in juſtice you 
deſerve for your good works, care, and labours: 


But if You fail herein, the Prophet will relieve 1 
your diſappointment by diſcovering to you a 


Joy, which no man can take from you, the Foy of 
being aſſured that your Judgment is with the 


Lok p, and your Reward with your G O b. 


J am with all Duty and Reſpect, 
| My Lo R p, 
Tour Lordſhip's moſt Humble 


and Obedient Servant, 


Joun DENN "Ig 
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L604 4-H XLIX. Part of the iſt, 3d, 
r © TO TEED 


7 The Lord hath called me from the womb, 
from the bowels of my mother hath he made men- 
tion of my name. 2 1 2 
z. And ſaid unto me, Thon art my ſervant, O Iſracl, 
In whom I will be ploriſed. _ © 
4. Then I ſaid, I have laboured in vain, I have ſpent 
my ſtrength for A: and in vain, yet ſurely my 
judgment js with the Lord, and my work with my 
Sd. | | 


and critical inquiry into the immedi- 
ate view of Iſaiab, in the words before 
us. This one remark. will be ſuffici- 
ent, that he was favour'd by GO p, 

= with a clear viſion of the Goſpel- 
estate; a remark, for which I have 
no less authority, than the Son of 
| Sirach, who affirms, * that Eſay 
the Prophet ſaw by an excellent ſpirit, what ſhould 
come to paſs at the laſt, he ſhewed what ſhould 
come to paſs for ever. ad Tt tyam, ww Ti aw; vme- 
Fete . Lob, Or as it is in the vulgate Verſion, uſq; 
in ſempiternum, expreſſions well known in Sacred Stile 
to ſignify the days of the Meſſias, the laſt age of the 
| world, unto the end of all things. Tho' it this au- 
thority be not ſtrong enough, you may ſupport it by 
the concurrent opinion of moſt Writers in the Fewzſh 
and Chriſtian Church, who thus make him to deſerve 
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The Labours of a Chriftian Minifter, 8 


the Titles St. Jerom gives him, of an Apoſtle and 
Evangeliſt. MF 21 K 
WITHOUr doubt therefore many of the Cha- 
racters in his prophecy muſt reach far beyond the times 
Iſaiah lived in; and to fix them right, and according to 
his intention, we muſt apply them to the perſon of 
Jeſus, and determine their accompliſhment by the Re- 
cords of his life and actions. Of this number is my 
text, for who elſe can ſpeak of himſelf, without arro- 
gance, in the lofty language of the Prophet? Ver. 1. 
Liſten, O Iſles, unto me, and hearken ye people from 
far, <the Lon pb hath called me from the womb, from 
the bowels of my mother hath he made mention of my 
name. 4 He hath made my mouth like a ſharp ſword, 
© jn the ſhadow of his hand hath he hid me, and made 
me a poliſhed ſhaft, in his quiver hath he hid me. ver. 2. 
"WHo is He among the Prophets the ſervant of 
the LoRD, -that was 70 raiſe up the tribes of Jacob, 
and to reſtore the deſolations of Iſrael, and who was 
glorious in the eyes of the Lo RD, though Iſracl was 
| not gathered: for he was alſo given for a light to the 
| Gentiles, and for ſalvation unto the end of the Earth? 
| Ver. 5, 6. The Hiſtory of Chriſt alone can direct us to 
| this perſon f JESUS of Nazareth, a man approved 
| of GoD among the Jews by miracles and wonders 
| aud ſigns, and ſent to give knowledge of ee, to 


them by remiſſion of their ſins ; to viſit and redeem that 
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r Þ Fſaias non Prophetiam mihi videtur texere, ſed Evangelium. Hie- 
 wonym. Epif ad Paul. Non tam Propheta dicendus eſt, quam Evan 
elite. ta enim univerſa Chriſti eccleſiz myſteria ad liquidum proſecu- 
tus eſt, ut non putes eum de futuro vatieinari, ſed de præteritis hiſtorlam 
texere. In Tranſlat. Eſaiæ ex Heb. veritate Prefat. Sic exponam 
 » Eſaiam, ut illum non ſolum Prophetam, ſed Evangeliſtam & Apoſtolum 
doceam. Comment in Eſaiam Prom. 5 . 
© Compare Matth. i. 20. Luke i. 31. 4 Heb. iv. 12. Rey. i. 16. 
Matth. iii. 17. Luke iv. 10, John viii. 29. xyi. 23. 
4 Acts ii. 22. Luke i. 68. | 
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people, that Go D might be glorified. Accordingly it 
was his 8 meat, the whole buſineſs and pleaſure of his 

life, to do the will of him that ſent him, and to finiſh 
his work, but he laboured in vain, he ſpent his ſtreng:b 

For nought, and in vain, and as h Eſaias ſaith, he 
ſtretebed forth his hands unto a diſobedient and gain ſay- 

ing people : For, i how often. would he have gathered 
them, as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings 
and they would not? His affectionate concern for them, 
the miracles he wrought, and the pains he took to glo- 
7ify Go by their converſion, only raiſed the Spirit of 
hatred, prejudice and perſecution againſt him. They 
denied and crucified this HOLVYONE, They were 
filled with envy, and.ſpake againſt thoſe things which 
were ſpoken by his Apoſtles, contraditting and blaſphe- 
ming, till Paul and Barnabas pronounced the accom- 
puliſhment of this very prophecy, as their ſentence ; It 
was neceſſary that the word of Gov ſhould firſt have 
been ſpoken to you : but ſteing ye put it from you, and 
judge yiur ſelves unworthy of everlaſting life, lo, ue 
turn unto the Gentiles, for ſo the Lo RD hath com- 
manded us, ſaying, I have ſet thee to be a light of the 

Gentiles, that thou ſhouldſt be for ſalvation unto the 
ends of the earth. Acts xiii. 45, &. 

- THESE, no queſtion, were the views of IJſaiah in 
this chapter, and thus my Text doth fairly repreſent the 
paſſionate concern of Go p, that his peculiar people 

Iſrael might be ſaved. How he ſent a perſon for that 

purpoſe, whom he had formed from the womb to be his 

Servant, t bring Jacob again to him; who had every 

accompliſhment, divine or human, that could be requi- 

ſite for the. diſcharge of ſo important a Commiſſion. 

And what was the Succeſs? Why, ſuch as one would 

ſcarce believe upon leſs evidence than divine, except the 
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Son of Gop had vouch'd that he labour d in vain, that 
be Fun, his ſtrength for nought and in vain. | 

UT to make this diſcourſe as inſtructive as I can, 
and ſuitable to this ſolemn meeting, my reflections 


from the words ſhall be general, and concern us all; 
for my text may with much truth and reaſon be ap- 


 ply'd' to the Succeſſors in our Miniſtry, as well as to 
the Author of it. 0 | 


I. THE firſt reflection | that occurs is this, That a 
faithful and conſcientious diſcharge of the duties of our 


Miniſtry, is a work of the greateſt concern, difficulty 


and labour, I have k labour d in vain, I have ſpent 
my ſtrength, ſaith our Saviour. And for the truth of 
this profeſſion, I appeal to the ſacred records of his 
ſtory ; his buſineſs, whilſt manifeſt in the fleſh, and 
- dwelling among us, was to g/orify his Father, to raiſe 
up the Tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the deſolations of 

Uracl. ! He came to ſeek and to ſave that which was 


loſt. And what did he leave undone towards finiſhing 
this work? He ſpent his whole life in it, being ever 


ready to attend the calls of thoſe, who wanted either 
temporal or ſpiritual relief, to benefit their bodies and 
their ſouls by every kind of good office: the ſame 
pleaſures that others take in natural and innocent re- 
treſhments, in eating, drinking and ſleeping, he took 
in the diſcharge of his office, and in doing good. And 

for fear of the leaſt neglect, he oft deny'd himſelf theſe 
_ comforts. He went about from the riſing to the ſetting 
Sun, thro' all their cities, he travelled from place to 
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* Komey ( the aword here uſed by the LXX. and in other places of. ſcripture | 


for miniſterial Labours) doth properly and in common uſe ſignify irkſome and 
painful Labour, ſuch as is attended with much toil, ſweat and wearineſi. Is 


» therefore often referr'd to huthandry, and to the 537 they took, who were wont 


Ae for maſtery in the Gracian 4 %. Jo n iv. 38. 2 Tim. ii. 6. Co- 
lo 1. 29. 5 im. V. 12. Ren: Luke ix. 10. ES 8 ae 
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lace thro” every village, teaching in their ſynagogues;rand 
| vreacbing the 2680 ff the kingdom, amd healing every 
ſickneſs, and every diſeaſe among the people m. The 
threats of his enemies, and their frequent conſpirings 
againſt his life, never forced him to withdraw! from the 
Duties of his calling, unleſs when he had reaſon to be- 
lieve they might cool into a better temper, or becauſe 
the hour Was not come, wherein he was: to leave the 
world, and go unto his Father. He then laid down his 
life upon the ſame good principles he had led - it, for the 
glory of Go, and the good of Men. The Apoſtles co- 
pied well the example of their Maſter, and as immediate 
Succeſſors of Chri/?, had their full proportion: of fatigue 
and diſaſters. They were abundunt in labours, in ſtripes 
aboue meaſure, in priſons frequent; in every kind of ge- 
ril, and in deaths oft. They ſpent their ſtrength in 
wearineſs, and painfulneſs, in watchings, in hunger and 
thirſt, in faſtings, in cold and nakedutſs", un. 
A Grxaciovs Providence indeed, andathè favour 
of Printes have delivered us from theſe extraordinary 
difficulties and trials: but Scripture may inform us, to how 
weighty an office and charge they are called, who have no 
other care than that of the Church of Chriſt. For examine 
the Names and Figurative Titles, whercbyvcthe Holy S- 
rit chuſeth to expreſs the common duties of our Miniſtry, 
and you will find that they imply all the wariety of pains 
and diligence, that it is poſſible for man to exert. 
Ax we Labourers together with Go p, and em- 
ployed in his Husbandry and Building? The labours of a 
good husbandman never. ceaſe, for they ſucceed each other 
in due courſe and ſeaſon throughout the year; we muſt, 
like him, p bear the burdem and the heat of every day, wwe 
muſt riſe up early, and ſit up late. — As Builders, we muſt 
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employ much skill and pains, that 9 the e building may be fit: 


9 Framed together with all poſſible art, ſtrength and beau- 
ty, upon the foundation of rock, that when * 7he rains di. 
ſcend, the Hoods. come, and the winds blow and beat u pon 


our building, it fall not; but ſtand and abide the tryal of 
that day, when every man's Work fate: be made manifeſt, 


and receive a reward. _ 
ARE we Ambaſſadors or Chriſt, ſent upon the moſt 


important buſineſs, to treat of peace between Gop and 
Man? Is theglorious Goſpel of the Bleſſed Go p com- 
mitted to our Truſt? The beſt abilities, wondrous vigilance 
and zcal muſt qualify us to act up to that character, and to 
preſerve the honour of our Maſter. The molt engaging ad- 


7 


dreſs, the greateſt dexterity and skill in our buſineſs will no 


more than ſuffice to reconcile: men to Go, who are ſepa- 


rated by ſuch a variety of artful ſolicitations, as the fleſh, 
the world, and the devil are ever making. Are we * Stewards 


OS, 


in his Family, and have in ſpecial truſt the myſteries of Gop, 


and the manifold gifts of his Grace, his Word and Sacra. 


ments. The treaſure is ineſtimable, and we muſt guard 
it with a care proportionate to its value, and diſpenſe it 
with moſt faithful prudence among the Houſhold, ac- 
cording to their Lords will, to every one his ſpiritual 
Portion in due ſeaſon ). We muſt inſpet with prying 


eyes the doings of our Fellow-Servants, we muft inſtruct 


them, excite them to induſtry by our own example, and 


encourage them therein by fair and human treatment, 


remembring always that we muſt gzve an ar count: * aur 


eee when gur LORD cometh. \\ 
ARE we a Jer vante and Meſſengers ? Our time and 
„labour muſt be entirely devoted to the Maſter, whoſe 


5 we are, and Whoen WG Lare. W muſt liſten tO, and 
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or. v. 26, 1 TIM. I. ICor. N. 1. Tit. i. 7. 1 Pet. iv. 10. 


2 Luke xi, 48 2 2 eg viii. 23. Aa Aen. 5» 
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broken, bring again that w 
and ſeek after the loſt or ſtraying, and deliver them out 


Together 8 bir Nea ard. 
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bla. every word of command, · we uu go. dome, and 


do every. thing, juſt as we are bid, with all ae ex- 


actneſs, and diſpatch. _. 
HATH the * Holy Ghoſt mate ur Shepherds and Over "TY 
ſeers to feed the Church" of Gon, "which he: hath purs 
chaſed with his on blood ? We ſee the value of the 
flock, and ought to be no leſs ſenſible how conſtant and 
tender a care this Cos requires; the ſame, that Go . 
expreſſeth for the flock of hig re; the Houſe of asl, 
85 He 1 his — 2 * he pray the 
lambs with bis arm, and carries them in his boſom;' and 
gently leads thoſe that are with young ©. —We muſt 
not act the part of Hirelings, but, to ule the language of 
Ezekiel, Chap. xxxiv. We muſt feed our ſheep in à Arg. 
paſture, and muſt cauſe them to Iye down in a good. 


we muſt ſtrengthen the diſe 725. Heal the ich, bind up the! 
ich was driven away, ſearch: 


of all places where they have been ſtattered, teſt: any. of 
our flock become a prey to the beaſts of the field; to the 
4 Devil, who, as 4 roaring lion, walketh-abaut'\ſceking\ 
whom he may devour. And this our Care muſt never 
ceaſe, till we have brought them into one fold, and de- 
liver'd them up in ſafety to the chief Shepherd and 
Biſhop of our Souls, when he ſhall Appear: 10 Take ac. 
count of them and us. 

Mus x the Prophets of the Lo x o be fot e Watchmen 
unto his People? Let them be ſuch in truth and deed. 
t They muſt not ſleep, lie down, or love to ſlumber, they, 
mult be night and day upon their guard, walking to and 
fro, and have every ſenſe quick about them, and in readi- 
neſs to diſcover the moſt diſtant alarm of an enemy, and 
to n his nearer and dangerous . | 


444 1 44 1 1 > 1 2 
8 4 


— — — 


' ® Luke vil. 38. eker PHY a Hk. AI 11 
enn e Ezek. iii. 17. f Iſa. li. 10. AI 1 
| 7. 3 2 . 
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Tuus far Seripture directs every Miniſter of the goſpel 
to his duty by figurative titles, but if we ſtrip it of the or- 
naments of rhetoric, and lay open the plain nature of his 
labours, we ſhall find, that there is no one office in hu- 
man life, accompanied with more toil, ſolicitude — 
danger. For that the nan of Go p may be thoroughly fur. 
niſbed unto his employment, his knowledge mult extend 
itſelf to a very large compaſs; He muſt ſcarce be a ſtranger. 
to any one Art or Science; he muſt acquire many of che 
languages, ſcarch the records of Antiquity with critical 
exactneſs, and be well acquainted in the mazes of Philo- 
_ In the days of Popery indced alittle learning went 

ar, and the light of it ſhone marvellouſly bright amidſt a 
prevailing darkneſs: but this Refarmed and Knowing Age 
expects theſe high accompliſhments from a Miniſter, and 
he himſelf: ought to aim at them, that he may do juſtice 
and credit to Religion, Virtue and Truth, and take off 
the diſguiſes of Science falſly ſo called; that he may keep 
thoſe under his care, ſafe. from the attacks that will be 
made % the ſieight of men, and cunning craftineſs,where- 
by they lie in uait to deceibe. And thus, the Courſe of 
his Studies will only expire with his life. 

Bur are all in conſcience and duty bound to arrive at 
theſe heights of Knowledge? The words of our Saviour 
upon another occaſion ſnall be my anſwer to this queſtion, 
E All men cannot receive this ſaying, ſave they to whom 
it Is given. The Miniſters of the goſpel are like to the 
Servants in the Parable, whoſe Talents are of a very 
different value. The Improvements therefore of every one 
will differ, nd ought only to be proportionate to the 
value of his Talents. The rule by which all of them 
muſt act and account, is this, every man according to his 
ſeveral ability b. They muſt loſe no time, and ſpare no 
pains; they muſt do all they can to profit and improve. 
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WH HO'SO OEVER © among _—_ 7 a —.— genius of 

a great extent, and is moreover bleſsd by Providence 
with means, ſtation and opportunities to enlarge it by 
all ſorts of learning and experience, his ſoul muſt not 
reſt ſatisfy d wittiour the perfection of human know. 
ledge: ' As for thoſe, whoſe natural abilities are of 4 
lower ſize, and whoſe improvements are alſo ſtraitned by 
laborious Curęs, the narrowneſs of their fortunes, want 

of books, and o portiitrity to converſe with variety of 
men; they will g fat enough, if they lay up from 
5 Scripture, and the Books they have, ſuch a ſtore of uſeful 
Knowledge, as may ſupply the wants, ſatisfy the ſcruples, 
and remove the prejudices of thoſe, Who live within 
their cures; if they are i able by ſound doFtrine, both to 
exhort and to convince the gainſayers, ſo that no plauſi- 
ble excuſe be left, either for error in religion, or viciouſ: 
neſs in life. Every Paſtor of the Church muſt be qua- 
lified for a Preacher, and be able upon all occaſions to 
ſuit his inſtructions to the capacities of his Hearers: but 
he need have no concern that his diſcourſes from the 
Pulpit are not adorn'd with the beauties of rhetoric and 
ſtile, provided the doctrine of them be ſound, plain and 
uſeful ; for k he is a workman that needeth not be — 
med, and will ſhew him 1. approved unto G o b, if he 
rightly divides the word of truth, if he ſbeus uncor- 
ruptedneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that cannot 
be condemned; if he ſpeak. the language of the heart, 
a language that has more eloquence than words and figures, 
and carries ſo forcible means of perſuaſion,” as can ſcarce 

. 

| Nor is it enough to have learning and Kilt ſafidient 
for publick preaching or private inſtruction. He mult fol- 
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reouſneſs , "goaline ſs, faith, love, patience, e, meckne ſs. 


m He muſt be of hone/? report, full of the Holy Ghoſt © 
and wiſdom ; his wiſdom muſt be ſuch, as will * c. 


mend him. to the conſcience and affeFions of every man 
in the ſight of Gov, as will carry him with integrity and 
applauſe, through every entanglement, change and trial 


in worldly affairs. He muſt be a perfect Maſter of his 
paſlions, becauſe his life will be a continued ſtruggle with 


i the prejudices.and infirmities of our nature; with crea- | 
- tures of ſo ſtrange a temper, as to oppoſe themſetves, 


their own good and happineſs. Y He muſt warn them 


that are unruly, comfort the feeble-minded, 51 upport the 
weak, and be gentle and patient towards all men. He 
muſt have the courage to do the kind, donde ungrateful 


oſſice of reproving every vice, and if poſſible, he muſt 


„ 
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do it in ſo obliging terms, with ſo diſcreet a regard to 


time, place, perſon and diſpoſition, that no man cſtcem 


him 4 his enemy, becauſe he tells him the truth; 
« For man is a creature the moſt different and change- 
e able of any in his nature and inclinations, ſo that to 


« deal with and manage him aright, requires the greateſt 
« art, skill and prudence.” 
cateh him with guile, or with all their dexterity decoy 
him into the paths of virtue and happineſs. 


The moſt * crafty can ſcarcc 


SUCH my Brethren, are the labours of our calling, 
nor is the danger leſs, for we labour as they, who muſt. 


give account for Souls — for immortal Spirits, which, if 


loſt, are loſt cternally. Now will not every Miniſter of 
the Golpel, under the conſciouſneſs of ſo heavy a charge, 


off out with s St. Paul, © Whois 2 for Foe — ? 


„ 2 Tim. il. 25. 3 bel. v. 14. 2 Tim. ii. 24. 
1 Cal. iv. 16, 
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os not all of us, following the ſteps of — — e 


Fathers, to have fled from Ordination? Would it not be 
wiſe even now to decline the duties of this hazardous 
- profeſſion ? I ſhall for a reply unto theſe queſtions, ſpeak 
as the Lord did unto St. Paul, My grace is ſufficient 
for you, for my ſtrength is made erfect in weakneſs. 
Moff gladly therefore will we, wit * Apoſtle, glory 
in our infirmities, that the power of CHR1ST'may reſt 
upon us; * we have this treaſure in earthen veſſels, that 


the excellency of the Power may of of Go D, and not of 


AS. 

RAE Clergy muſt be choſen. out of air Race, 
and it is enough that they be Men as well qualified for 
that truſt as can be got. They will and muſt have like 


- paſſions and infirmities as their Brethren, their perfecti- 


ons will not riſe above the common Standard of our 
nature, and they will differ one from another in natural 
and acquir'd accompliſhments : Nevertheleſs, the Mini- 


ſtry may be accounted excellent, if we find among the 


generality good ſenſe and underſtanding, together with 
_ ſuch an increaſe in all the Parts of uſeful knowledge, as 

it is poſſible for them to make by induſtry, care and ſtu- 
dy, according to their ſeveral opportunities and capaci- 


ties for improvement; if we find them good and pru- 


dent, if we find them within their reſpective ſtations in 
the Church of Chriſt honeſtly applying their hearts, 


time, labour, and beſt abilities towards Clori hing G o p, 


by doing all the good they can to Men. This ſurely is 
all that C or Man can expect from us; and when we 
do thus much, I truſt that the Ho Ghoft will by ſuper- 
natural aſſiſtance make us as able, as we are willing to 
diſcharge the buſineſs of out calling; he will be u 
us always even unto the end of the world, to _ us 
1 e thoſe difficulties he moved us to undertake. 


— — m_ 
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II. Taz next reflection from my Text is this, That all 
our Labours may be in vain. —1 have labour d in 
vain, I have ſpent my ſirength for nought, and in vain. 
There is little need to, inſiſt upon the proof of this re- 
flection, I may appeal for it to the Prophets, to Chriſt 
himſelf, and his Apoſtles, who all complain of an un- 
kind Reception, of the obſtinacy, unbelicf, and wic- 
kedneſs of people. The ſacred Chronicles are filled 
with examples of this nature, in private perſons, and 

public ſtates; in them Pharaoh ſtands upon record as a 
prodigy of human obſtinacy, and the force of ſin ; and 
his ſingle ſtory will fully prove, that reaſon, miracles, 

and divine judgments / may have little or no weight, 


1 


when, put into the balance againſt a heart Harden d and 


. 


grown obſtinate thro' the deceitfulneſs of ſin. 
Bor thoſe who want further conviction may take in 
the Houſe of 1/74e/, and the men of Fudah, to whom 
their Gop * ſent all his ſervants, Prophet after Pro- 
phet, daily riſing up betimes and ſending them, becauſe 
He had = . on his people, and his dwelling- 
place: but they hearkend not unto him, nor inclined 
their ears, but, harden'd their neck, mocking his meſſen- 
gers, and mi ſuſing his Prophets; every Generation 4id 
worſe than their Fathers. In the laſt days he ſpake 
unto them by his Son, who would have gathered Jan 
and they would not: but became his betrayers and mur- 
derers. But 1/aiah * will beſt repreſent the temper and 
conduct of this people under the figure oſ a vineyard, 
which the owner had in 4 fruitful hill; he had fenced 
it, and gathered out the ſtones thereof, and planted it 
.qvith the choiceſt wine, and built a tower in the miaſt 
of it, and alſo made a wine-preſs therein: aud he looked 
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ek with \his e 4 BY 
| r ſrould bring yr? grapes, and it.. brought. forth: 
wild grapes. And now, O Inhabitants ** Jeruſalem, 
and [oe of Judgh, Judge, I pray you, betwixt me and 
my vineyard, ſaith the Lo R D GOD of 1/rael, what, 


could have been done more to my vineyard, that I haue 


not done in it? All that Go p or Man can do to any 
Vineyard (without a miracle to change or force the na- 
ture of things) is to place it on a very fruitful hill, to 
plant it with the choiceſt vine, to manure, cultivate, 
dreſs and defend it at proper times and ſeaſons, and to 
water it with refreſhing ſhowers and dews of heavenly. 
bleſſing. _ ; 
IBE D not, I believe, ſtrip the Parable of the Me- 
taphor, for you may ſee the plain application of it. 
Men are and muſt be free, as they are reaſonable. Crea- 
tures, and they will have it in their; power to reſiſt con- 
viction, to chuſe the evil, and refuſe the good. The 
natural means to make them wiſe, good, and happy, are 
to propoſe the doctrines of Religion in ſo clear, forci- 
ble and convincing a manner, as may in human likeli- 
hood work moſt upon their reaſon and judgment, and 
beſt move the paſſions and affections; to ſhew the na- 
ture of temptations, and the way how to ayoid them: 
to declare the peace and pleaſure that now attend a ir- 


tuous practice, and the eternal recompenſe that awaits 


it; to paint the deformities of vice in roper colours, and 
to warn them of the uneaſineſs anc pain a wounded... 
Spirit feels, and the fearful proſpect it muſt haye of 
judgment and everlaſting „ e ad hrs... at 
THESE are the only fitting ſprings of moral action, 
and if they move not, When they are managed by the 
Miniſter with. all dexterity and diſcretion, and enforced 


by the grace of Gop; Nothing more is to be done, 


and all that can be ſaid is this, It is in the ower of 
man to fruſtrate tlie beſt means that infinite wiſdom and 


goodneſs: can contrive for his edification ang happineſs, 
C 
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He may reſift and Lene, the Hoh Ghoſt, _— a el, 
the counſel of Go p towards Dimelf bing drawn away 
his own luſts, enticed by falſe views of happineſs, or 
1 by the powers of darkneſs. Tho Temprer: may 
„and our lubunrs be in vain. 

{F WIS n, n Brethren; that we Lula produce our 
own expertence againſt thits arguing, and: theſe examples; 
and thence ſhew, that theſe times: are better than the 
former, and that we now preach and labour wi h more. 
ſoeceſs: but herein it is, and will be, true, that tlie 4 47% 

ciple is not above his maſter. Happy for every dia e 
Would it be, zf he was as his Maſter in other re E 

as perfect in hls life, 7 as diligent i m the duties 0 his 

Function. © 5 5 

Ir in L.confeſt, be Very Gtebprsg ng and afffict- 
ing to the mind of a ſincere and truly careful Miniſter of 
Chriſt, that his labours, time and care ſhould be thrown 

all away: upon an hardened or unprofiting people, and 
that he ſhould /pend his ftrength for nought and in van : 
But he muſt balance this concern ad grief by the 
chearful reflections of a good conſtience, and the cer- 
tain hope of 'a reward that is not promiſed to Succeſs 
alone, but tö his induſtry and endeavours to ſuccecd. 
The Example of his Maſter is ſet before him in my text, 
as well for his d. as imitation; for tho. HE Ja- 
bour A in vain, and ſpen ear, th fe or 1 6 aud in 
vain, tho" Iſrael was * ps ere * 5 17 f 'E gtorious 
in the eyes of the Lon B, his ju ** WAs with the 
Lon p, and his work with his G 4 


W. Hzewncor will ariſe my third andlaſcrefietion: To . 
have our judgment with the Lo R , is to have a mer- 


ciful, 221 and all-wiſc Being for our. min A wad 
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ho gave us the Uifferenr Talents we enjoy, and who 
expects no more, than that we his ſervants be goa and 
faithful to our truſt, every man according to his ſeveral 


ability; who is not ſo auſtere us to take uh that he laid 


not down, and to reap that he did not ſows. It is with 
us as with the Husbandman ; we may fow the ſecd good 
in itſelf at proper time and ſeaſon, we may plant and 
water, but cannot anſwer for the crop: that muſt and 
will depend upon the ſoil, and the bleſſing of 'Gov, 
| who grveth the increaſe *. Though this I muſt obſerve, 
that Go is always 10 good as to give on his part what- 
ever is neceſſary to growth or to perfection, he is ever 
ready to do what he can unto his Husbandry; the Soil 
therefore that is barren” or unfruitful muſt bear the whole 
blame. This very: caſe: is put without a figure to'&ze- 
kiel, and determined by Go p himſeif, 6 SO N of "man, 
I have ſet thee for a watchman unto the houſe: of I(rael, 
if thon doſt not ſprak to warn the wirked from his way, 
that wicked man ſhall. ue in hir iniquity; but his blood 
au I: require. at thine hand. Nevertheleſs,” i thou 
-warn the wicked of. fois way, to turn fram it: if he to 
nut turn from his way, he ſhall dye in his iniquity, but 
| thou haſt. delivered thy. ſoul. St. Paul alſo telis us, that 
he himlelf was ůunto God: a feocet'ſav aur in them that 
are faved, an in they that. e 2 rbe our the ſu- 


our of death unto death, and 10 1h orber ous favour 


of ße untb life h. 12 
THE Mimſtrr and the People, as ahey oukhed in x juſtice, 
- ſhall ſeparately bear the guilt of thelr oν inipurtiras; 


the foul that finneth it ball dis. ot 


bear the iniquity of the People, neither ſbas the: _ 


bear the iniquiiy of The Miniſter; the rigmros 
the Heck (At, im bin, Ae the Wick eine, 75 the 
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wicled ſhall be upon him. The People alone will be 
auſwerable, if the fruits be not proportionate to the la- 


bours of the Miniſter. But then the Miniſter muſt con- 
ſider, that his judgment will be with the Lo Rp; he 


{muſt call to mind and examine what his conduct has been, 


. 


he muſt bring every Talent to account, and ſee that it 


hath been employed with fidelity and diſcretion. And 
if upon the ſtricteſt examination, as before the ſearcher of 
Hearts, he can call Go p to record upon his. Foul, that 
he has done his duty honeſtly; if his conſcieuce is void 


of offence, nor doth his Heart reproach him for negleR : 


He may have confidexce towards G op; though he fail 
of ſucceſs, eſteem or reward among zen, for the k La- 
baurer is worthy of his hire, and he ſhall have it; g * 


or ig with the Lo Rx D, or rather his reward; accor- 
ding to the better reading in the margin of our Bibles. 
His righteouſneſs ſhall be upon him; he ſtall be judged 

, with righteous judgment; for Chrift, whoſe he is, and 
-,whom'heſeryes, will unqueſtionably give him the reward 
of à faithful and wiſe ſteward, of an honeſt and ny 
. ſervant, and cauſe him to enter into the joy of his LORD. 

He ſhall have 4 croum of righteouſneſs and glory, be- 
cauſe he hath watched in all things, done the work of 
an Evangelift;' and made full wr pe F of his Miniſtry '; be- 
cauſe he: hath fought a g fight, finiſoed 61 tomrſe, 


Nothing now remains, but to make the beſt Avolice. 
tion] can, ſuch as may concern and affect us all, whether | 


1 u to Jig 5dr 165d Ven Hach 


and ſtept the ab. Mm 


1% Luke 1. 7. 1 WAV 80 9 50 3 8 N 
®. The _ word is n uſed in Scripture both 5 the ct and 
its reward ( If. xl. 10. Ley. xix. 13. Job vil. 2. Mrs xxii, 13.) the 


latter ſenſe Is moſt applicable to It in my tert, and moſt of the Verſions agree 
thereto, theo this reaſon_will ſuffice without their authority, viz. That G o p, who 
is the juſt and and good Judge of all the Earth, ma do right, and re- 
ward every man according to his works. 1 

| X11, 42. Matti xxv. 217. m 2 Tim. iv. 5, S. 
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I. FIRST, as to the 2 oy - as ou, my Bre- 
thren, before. GoD and the Lord Feſus. Chriſt, to con- 
ſider well the end of our labours, and not to add to the 
weight of them, by a factious, prophane, or obſtinate 
Spirit: for our chief concern with you, all our care over 
you is to make you good and wiſe, to make you here and 
for ever happy; to deliver you from the guilt, the ſhame, 
and the miſeries that attend a wicked life, and to bring 
you to that Mi ſdom, whoſe ways are ways of pleaſant- 
neſs, and all her paths are peace." Weare as Guardian 
Angels over your Souls, miniſtring to your falvation, 
and employing our chiefeſt thoughts, and utmoſt pains 
to reconcile you unto. GO D, 

THE leaſt ye can do in return to us, and common 
kindneſs to your ſelves, is to beware that we do not 
loſe our labour. Lay aſide therefore every prejudice and 
luſt that may prevent you making this return. Bring with 
you always a meek and teacheable diſpoſition, hear the 
truth with honeſt and prepared minds, and receive it 
kindly, though it be unacceptable to fleſh and blood, or 
diſagreeable to worldly. views; for it is your bounden 
duty now, and will hereafter be your everlaſting intereſt. 
Attend with all the care and frequency you can to all 
the Doctrines and Precepts of the Goſpel, without di- 
ſtinction or reſerve; fix them deep within your hearts, 
and obſerve them with religious caution in your lives, 
for it is the part of every ſingle Hearer, to make the ap- 
plication and the uſe of what we ſay, Ve are to giye 
account of the ſucceſs and iſſue of our labqurs. Take 
therefore heed, that * Je receive not our oe, and the 
Grace of G o b in vain. „ 4005 bit 08 


— — 


- * Heres ar yg gt er or arms — 966 02" 3 9 Co . a". 
Prov. 111. 1 Ts v 2 I, VI. 1. i | 
# pe " 4 ** 7 F * we #1 4 #7 1 ? 
I ; P * FF «#3 F253 1 1 6 r 41 3 y . 1 = x «7; 
1 i 0 : I 


* 


nt 


The Labours of a C hriſtian Miniſter, . 


I # 


W hevd e a perſonal demand upon you, and a 
debt of duty and of gratitude. St. Paul will tell you 
what it is, v Ze are to know them that labour among you, 
and are over you in the Lo R D, and admoniſb you ; and 
wy eem them very highly in love for their works ſake, 

to count them worthy of double honour. Honour and 


. tem, the obliging offices of reſpect and love, are not 


too extravagant a recompenſe for the diligent exerciſe 
of our functions towards you: beſides theſe will allay 
and ſweeten the travel of our ſouls, and make us to at- 
tend upon our work with chearfulneſs and pleaſure. But 
what a further comfort and rejoicing would it be, to have 
our cares and pains accompanied with ſucceſs, to ſee 47he 
word of Go b, which ye heard of us, 33 Work- 
ing in you, ſo that ye watk worthy of Go p, who hath 


called you unto his Kingdom and 2 ? For what is 


ſendenco upon you. 


bur hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing ? Are not even V E 


in the preſence of our ind eſus C iff at his coming ? 
For Ir are our Glory and 22 Ful VE therefore 
our Joy. Attend us unto judgment in the quality of 
Converts and Saints, and eriter with us into that Happy 
Stare, here thoſe * who tnrn mam to righteouſneſs, 
poll ſhine ws the Stars for ever and rver. —— Or elle, 
[mdancholy will be tire ſcene of our laſt ap} eatance — 5 
you, ſot appear we muſt, and : call yon Tor witne 
how — und Juſtly, and unblu 7 e bthaves 
Jebves' among you. We muſt plead all our labours for 


Tur good, every advice, exhortation and teproof, on 


purpoſe to remove your vain pretences to ignorance, dr 
Jorgetſulneſs, and to _ ard acquit our Gob in his 

Our Virtues and Labours will then 
accuſe and reproach you, will "WOE Tour guilt, and 
a Your, Suniſhment... . 3 
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1 ry SHALL has; 40 in ths 2 e adders thy | 
ſelf to thoſe who labour with me in the Goſpel. Ye 
ſee, my Brethren, how far the Laity may be to blame, : 
and how ſeverely, they muſt anſwer for their faults. It 
ought to be our care; that we be not partakers of their 
ens, keeping» our ſelves pure from the blood of all men, 
and contributing nothing to their ruin by imprudence, 
noglect, ignorance, or ill example. Wherefore, I be. 
ſeech you, if we have any concern for our on reputa- 
tion, for the dignity of our eallings, for the honour of 
our Church, and the glory of GoD: If we have any 
value for the fouls of men, let us be ever faithful to 
thoſe, engagements we. llave made; and be jealous over 
every word and action, that may reffect a ſcandal on Re. 
ligion or our Miniſtry, and hazard one ſoul committed to 
our truſt; Let us. WA as becomes us in our ſeveral rela- 
tions faithfully, prudently, peaceably and painfully. 
HAVE WBR as Members of the Civil State, given: 
the moſt ſacred and binding pledges of our ſincere alle - 
giance, and beſt ſervices to the K 1-6, the Defender of 
our Faith, and vowed an entire friendſhip to our native 
Country ? How ſhocking” will be the offence to man, 
and how hcinous the guilt-of it in the eyes of Go D,, 
if we lye to him, if we prevaricate with our obliga-- 
tions, or if by any unheardrof caſuiſtry we explain away 
thoſe duties, which human Laws, Reaſon and Religion 
bind upon the conſciences of good ſubjects, and then 
enter into ſchames big with Treaſon, Conſpiracy and 
uuiverſab Ruin? Bur I charitabiy hope of all my 
FBrethren of the CL. ERG whatever Inſtruments, the... 
ce cunning-workmen ef this world would make of us, 
* that WE of all men will not a our an will. 


SLIT Add Ar, a6. | 
% not 


7 264 „„ „ et arr + Ly 


j | ; : 
Ee Ing 
24 The Labours of. @ Chriſtian Minifter, 


)%%%%%;ö—ö—ß „„ 


e 


« not ſcandalize our Function, will not deſert the KING 
« We pray for, will not betray, the CHURCH, and 
« enſlave the Charge committed to Us: The leaſt of 
te theſe things be far from Us, whoſe Profeſſion is to be 
} * Holy and Blameleſs. For if we deſpiſe theſe ſacred 
| “ Ties, we degrade ourſelves, we renounce our Faith 
| e profeſsd to God and Man, and muſt expect to ſuffer 
“ as cvil doers“. I truſt ye who hear me have a good 
Conſcience, and I recommend the keeping of it in theſe | 
b words. of, our excellent Dioceſan, whole authority and 
example will have all the weight, with you, that duty, 
gratitude and affection can give them. 7 
As We are Miniſters of CHRIST, let us ever act 
according to that Character. Let us endeavour to be per- 
felt, even as our Maſter was perfect. Let us do as we profeſs 
and practiſe as we teach. Let us go before our People 
| in the paths of virtue, recommending to them ever 
= Chriſtian Grace by our example; thus proving beyond 
diſpute, that our converſation, is in heaven. Let Since 
rity, my Brethren, be the governing principle in all our 
deſigns, words and actions, and, with St. Paul, and the 
reſt, of the Apoſtles, let us ever e renounce the hidden 
things of. diſboneſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor 
2 * the word of Go p deceitfully; but by manifeſta- 


* 


1 FF 4 *. 1 


= TT” 


Sunmon upon the Witcheraft of te preſent Rebellion, preact'd Sept. 25. 
| JJ. br roi il ooo . ; 
c 2 Cor. iv. 2. The Paraphraſe of Eraſmus on this Text is ſo juſt and beau- 
tiful,” that it would be pity to ſeparate them ; Proinde cum miſericordia Dei 
Nas tam inclytz felicitatis præcones ac miniſtros eſſe voluerit, delegata 
functione Apoſtolica, non ſegniter; quod mandatum eſt, obimus, ſed ut 


vere glorioſam rem prædicamus, ita rejicimus inyoluera, quæ dedecori 
congruunt, non glotiz : Non per aſtutiæ fucos vitam agentes, neq; per 
human doctrinæ vafriciem inſincerè tractantes ſermonem Dei, ſed pro- 
palam, ac libere, citraq; fucum, omnem omnibus patefacientes verita- 
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ö tem, nudam, nullo velatam nubilo, ita nos gerentes in hoc officio ut ipſa 

: vita citra humanam commendationem nos commendet, apud omnes ho- 
6 mines, ceſtes & econfſrios ſinceritatis ndſtræ: nec apud hom ines modo, 

/ qui falli poſſunt, verumetiam apud Ds vm, qui nihil non perſpicit, | 
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tion of the Trath, commending ourſelves to very man 
conſtiente in the ſight of GOD. 4 As of Sincerity, as 


of Gop, fo ſpeak We, and at in CHRIST, * preach- 


ing lum only, and not ourſelves. Let Us never come 
imo the Humber of thoſe Many, which rurrupt the 
word of Go d, trafficking with invented doctrines, and 


at the expence of a good conſcience, for the riches, plea- 
ſures, honours or dominion of this world, and aſpi- 
ring by indirect and unchriſtian arts to differing ſtations 
in the Church; Let us only by ſuperior virtues and ac- 


compliſhments deſtr ve the higheſt, and we ſhall ſurely 


not fail of what we ought firſt to aim at, ſupetior de- 


grees f happineſi in heaven, for aur ꝓudgment is with 


the Los n, and our Reward with our GoD. 


- ET us fulfil che different labouts of our Miniſtry in 


{a :confcientious a manner as they ought, who warch 


or the Souls of others, as they that muſt give account 
or them. We muſt therefore never ceaſe our la- 
<<. hour, care and diligence, until we have done all that 
ec licth in us, according to our bounden duty; nay, if 
« we applied ourſelves wholly to this one thing, and 


«drew all our cares and ſtudies this way“, we ſhould* 


not repent of it. For to fave one Soul, muſt be richly 


worth the labours of one's whole life, ſince it is the 


purchaſe uf Chrilt's Blood, and none of us can by any 
means neu iis Bruther, nor give to Gon & ranſom for 
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gerons atruſt, whoidmong us an be ſaved? And indeed), 
2H hel hather wonters that any ſhould: but his words 
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not to carry the figure beyond the truth, and make it to 
expreſs more than the good man intended. Let his 
cenſure and apprehenſions of danger fall where they 
ought, upon ſuch as run into the Miniſiry, and paſs thro' . 
it Without thought, or with corrupt views: and not on 
thoſe, who firſt weigh and ponder well their own abilities, 
and the nature of the Miniſiry; then enter upon the 
charge, give themſelves wholly up to it, and labour all 
they can to promote the Glory of G o p. andi the good 
of Men. Theſe certainly, though they arch fun Souls, 
| as they that muſt give account, may do it with joy and 
not with grief: for Go p would never have inſtituted 
an employment of ſuch neceſſity and uſe to the Sons f 
men, if the diſcharge. of it was impoſſible. It muſt! be 5 
far from his righteouſneſs and goodneſs to idecoy thoſe 
into the depths of miſery, who undertake it withcthis'! 


2 | honeſt view, of faving as many of his Creatures as 
| | they can. He will moſt ſurely make allowances in the 
| Miniſter of the Goſpel! for the frailties of the Man; he 


will accept his honeſt and beſt ſervices, - though: they be 
not perfect, and give his Bleſſing to tbem. As there is 
a diverſity of ſupernatural gifts promiſed to the Chri- 
ſtian Church, ſo the Miniſters of that Church may with:: 
Eliſha expect a double portion of grace, if ſo much 
be tequiſite, to make them as able as they are willing: 
to execute their office faithfully, and to acompliſh the 
work which the Holy Ghoſt hath begun in them. Nay, 
their future reward ſhall: increaſe in proportion to their 
difficulties, and They. ſhall: be very: highly advanced in 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, ' becauſe: they haue thus! glori-: 
fied his Father on Earth, and have: fnsſhed the: work: 


4 


which He gave them to do l. 


yer Arn 0 ap. .,oc5q5+ „ „„ „ö ** 


6—— — 
„ * = 


„„ 


, a ͤü— — — 1 a — — — — — * ; 
bats —ä ——. — ccc  — ———— r © IZA — 32 A 
2 2 — Ju —— cnn 2 — - 


00 n 


4 T Ep | 3 
; | FF J 

| | $1120 6 * 

, | 3 ' I o e a. #7 - 4 . 
Garden) wht i diet or noting © 


. C ele ra ll 1G 3 


GoDp 


* John xvii. 4. 


” © 4 
S . 1 


ö 
ö 
'F 
| 
; 


bed 


on 


33% 
: Tu 2 5x 
52 
8 S2 
DB, 4 pY | 
4128 
an. 
— 2 > 2 
1 23 88 
355 8 
S| 355 
As e 
3 5 84 8 
82 28 
a FLEE 


-F I A 


— erg raters, 


| 
| 


—— ö 
4 * ata — * —_— r . 
f . 75 8 ö ; —— 
1. * 0 # 4 ; R : 


* 


* * ” 


53 b1 070 N Irn en "dag _ 5 UL 


13 * ä | | | 

; g N a ; * * 1 1 1 
* e 1 x, * : py 1 7 = : 1 L 4 © 5 
+5 * : x 6 \ . 5 


eich gnoms bnagot 2d 11 war % 2011 0017 400 
bns D 2111 10 2711011 971 11 6017 AGUA * 164 
bogs ad fHOH⁰ν ON Ws ain 35 ile 30 
"RF e buy coo buy earl bas gail; th 


6 | 21A #\I<'Y buy ** 


* 
* 54 a 
* * _— 
* 
1 0 
| % 48>, 
il | 
3 #S OF 1 N 4 
* \ * 
. 1 7 1 ; 
= 53 © 
"TY - 
* ; 
my F 8 / 4". * 75 : 5 * * * 


